Jowi’s review of 
Batman y. Superman 
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Finally! 
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LOY NAS 
NECC anp HEP 
BRING AN END THE 
THEIR FIVE YEAR 
RELATIONSHIP 


While Northern Essex will no 
longer be working with Higher 
Education Partners (HEP), we 
will continue to offer iHealth@ 
NECC, which will now be ful- 
ly supported by the college. 
The programs offered through 
iHealth@NECC are meeting a 
tremendous need in the commu- 
nity, and we are committed to 
continuing and growing these 
programs. Our students, faculty 
and staff, especially those who 
are enrolled in, teaching in, or 
working in iHealth@NECCpro- 
grams, will not be adversely im- 
pacted by this decision. If you 
have any questions, please feel 
free to contact Lane Glenn at 
Iglenn@ necc.mass.edu or call 
978 556-3855. 


REGISTRATION FOR 
THE FALL 2016 
SEMESTER IS OPEN 


' Priority registration for Fall 
2016 begins April 4th and runs 
through May 9th. 

The course schedule is avail- 
able on-line. Go to http://www. 
necc.mass.edu/, select “Courses 
and Programs”, and select “Credit 
Course Schedule”. Registration 
forms are available at locations 
listed below: 

Haverhill - First floor, Spurk 
Building C, Center Lobby 

First floor, Behrakis One-Stop, 
Welcome Desk 

First floor, Technology Center 

Lawrence - First floor, El 
Hefni Building, Welcome Desk 

If you are eligible to register 
on-line, go to www.necc.mass. 
edu and click the “myNECC” 
button, Select ‘Self-Service’, 
Student Services, and follow the 
links for registration. 

In the event you are not eligi- 
ble for on-line registration, take 
your signed form to the Welcome 
Desk in Haverhill or Lawrence. 

Returning students will be 
charged $100.00 late registration 
penalty if their registration is on 
or after August 8th 2016. 
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io by Kim Whiting 


Winter is not quite 


Mother Nature had one last storm inefore for New England that dumped several inches of 


snow on the NECC campus on Monday. Crews worked to keep the walkways and the park- 


ing lot clear and the school closed at 5 p.m. 


Feature: Sujatha 
Thiruvengadathan 


Math professor 
holds to traditional 


family values 
By Saran Cotpitts 


Correspondent 
Sujatha Thiruvengadathan, 
known to students and faculty as 
“Sue” and by her family members 
as “Suji,” teaches math courses 
here at NECC. Thiruvengadathan 
was born in Tamilnadu, India. 
Thiruvengadathan stud- 
ied electrical engineering in un- 
dergrad school while living in 


India before moving to the U.S. 
in 1991 to study for her Masters 
in computer engineering at Man- 
hattan College. 

After graduate school, Thiru- 
vengadathan moved back to India 
for three years before moving 
back to the U.S. in 1996 with her 
husband. 

“My husband wanted to work 
somewhere outside of India, so 
he picked Boston of all places. I 
hate the cold, but I supported him 
and I would go wherever it was 
he chose.” 

Thiruvengadathan found her- 
self extremely passionate about 


her work as an engineer, but after 
the birth of her son, she said, “I 
knew there was no time to invest 
all of my passion into engineer- 
ing, because I had a duty to raise 
my son.” 

It is very important to Thiru- 
vengadathan to make sure her son 
is raised in the traditional way in 
which she was raised in India. 
She knew wanted to make sure 
she was able to cook traditional 
Indian meals and teach her son 
how to speak her native language. 


Continued on page 4 
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The Observer is 
a space for every 
student voice 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


eee OOO eee 


Over the last few 
weeks, I’ve been asked 
(at least three times) why 
we ran Dan Potocki’s 
scathing letter to the edi- 
tor in the March 9 issue. 

My answer each time 
has been the same: the 
Observer tries hard to be 
a place where everyone 
in the NECC community 
can have a voice. 

We welcome and re- 
apr every opinion, even 
if we may not agree with 
it 


We have made it our 
mission to reach out to 
the NECC community 
and ask them what they 
would like to see more 
(or less) of in the Observ- 
er and the answer is often 
that we should include 
more interactive pieces. 
While an opinion article 
about a spa day may not 
have been interesting or 
relevant to Mr. Potocki, 
some of the students and 


faculty here spend a tre- 
mendous amount of time 
and money on health and 
beauty care, including 
reading tips about it. 

Besides being an NECC 
student and talented jour- 
nalist, Rachael has been 
a beauty care profession- 
al for many years. 

The Observer staff edi- 
tors feel that it is entirely 
appropriate to allow our 
resident expert to share 
her tips with us, and we 
stand by that decision 
100 percent. We hope that 
some of you went home 
and treated yourselves to 
a spa day. If you missed 
it, don’t worry: You can 
still see Rachael’s article, 
and Mr. Potocki’s letter, 
on the website at observ- 
er.necc.mass.edu. If you 
have an opinion about 
xoings-on at NECC, the 

bserver gladly  wel- 
comes letters to the ed- 
itor at observer@necc. 


You can reach us at: ot 


978-556-3027 : 
observer@necc.mass.edu ind 


Roaming Reporter 


What are some ways you 
relieve stress? 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Room C-222, Spurk building, 
100 Elliott St. Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom: 978.556.3027 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, 
condense and refuse all submissions. 


Spring 2016 Observer Staff 


Eprror-in-CHier : 


Copy Epiror : 
OPrInIon Epiror : 
News Epiror : 
FEATURES Epiror : 
A&E Epiror : 
Sports Epiror : 
Campus Lire Epiror : 
Wes Epiror : 
STAFF WRITER : 
STAFF WRITER : 
CIRCULATION : 
FACULTY ADVISER : 


Kim Whiting 
Jowi Meli 
Rachael Sarcione 
Kelly Schwing 
Shaina Richards 
Rebecca Westerman 
Kyle Benson 
Chad Gorham 
Now Hiring 
Cleo Brigham 
Now Hiring 
Staff 

Mary Jo Shafer 


“| watch a lot of 
Netflix.” 


“I use pressure to get 


“T usually just listen to 
me motivated.” 


music.” 


MICHELLE LEMIEUX 
Early childhood 


education 


GISSEL TEJADA 
Physical Science 


OLIVIA MOSES 
Liberal Arts 


Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? Would 
you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit your re- 
sume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 
issue # Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 
7 April 27 April 23 
8 May 11 May 7 


“I try to meditate 
more, exercise, sleep 
more, and get my life 
together.” 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 


end your letters to observer(a)necc.mass.edu 


We try to publish all letters we receive, but we reserve the right to edit or 
reject those we receive. 


SARAH ZEIGLER 
Liberal Arts 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association 


“I take long showers, 
and removing myself 
from everything.” 


“] just try to get every- 
thing done super early.” 


Cooper ACKLEY 
Accounting 


KEVIN ROBINSON 
Business Transfer 


Save money while 
doing your part to 


help the environment 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Opinion Editor 

Although NECC campuses 
have been coated with fresh snow 
on this first week of April, stu- 
dents can’t deny that one of the 
best parts about spring is shop- 
ping for a new wardrobe. With 
loans breathing down your neck, 
and a long list of other expenses, 
this might be a great time to start 
being frugal. Buying clothing 
from a thrift shop will not only 
save you money, it just might 
help to save the planet. 

Another common ritual to 
participate in is spring cleaning. 
This is where you can make a 
huge leap toward environmental 
awareness. The old saying goes, 
“One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure.” Unfortunate- 
ly, many of us are still throw- 
ing recyclable items (especially 
clothing) in the trash. 

According to the Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency, Americans 
generate more than 2 million tons 
of trash each year, and the shock- 
ing truth is that more than 1/3 of 
the items that end up in landfills 
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could have been recycled. 

Resale stores like Goodwill 
and Salvation Army have be- 
come abundant and increasingly 
popular in the Merrimack Valley 
and surrounding areas. Although 
most of the goods are collected 
from donation receptacles that 
have been placed in the parking 
lots of various shopping plazas 
and churches, some stores such 
as Savers in Plaistow, N.H. have 
a community donation center lo- 
cated within the same building. 

If donating your items wasn’t 
enough to make you feel good, 
many of these two-in-one loca- 
tions offer a store credit as incen- 
tive for your good deed. Howev- 
er, if you feel that your unwanted 
clothing is worth too much to you 
to be tossed into a receptacle be- 
hind Market Basket, you can try 
to sell your gently worn clothing 
at a consignment shop. 

Most consignment shops wel- 
come sellers by appointment for 
an initial evaluation and pricing 
of their goods. If and when your 
are items are sold, the store will 
disburse your payment. A small 
commission is usually taken by 
the store. Think of it as paying 
your share of the rent for keeping 
your clothes there. 

BloomingDeals 


in Salem, 


N.H. is one the area’s more up- 
scale, resale stores carrying ev- 
erything from designer purses 
to seasonal items, such as prom 
dresses and Halloween costumes. 
Proprietors Patti Rappoli and Sara 
Rapolli-Vienneau are constantly 
receiving new merchandise and 
re-organizing the store to make 
it fun and inviting. In fact, I was 
able to get my mother a mother- 
of-the-bride dress at Blooming- 
Deals for $40 and it was prettier 
than the $200 dresses at the mall. 

Since the 2012 release of 
Macklemore’s “Thrift Shop,” 
college students have been less 
reluctant to be seen in a second- 
hand store. Actually, it’s kind of 
where the “cool kids” shop now- 
adays. Sure, there is an ongoing 
argument about the true meaning 
of “pop some tags.” Some believe 
it is a slang term for shoplifting. 
Others say it simply means to 
go clothes shopping and that the 
satisfaction of “popping” the tags 
off is one of most exciting aspects 
of the shopping experience. 

In all honesty, most of the 
clothes I own were either handed 
down by my sister or found on the 

clearance rack of a depart- 
ment store. I have never been into 
brand names or trendy styles; I 
mean, I wouldn’t even know the 


Platinum Sponsor: COVANTA 


Powering Today. Protecting Tomorrow. 


NECC Ss 


FOURTH ANNUAL 
AMPUS CLASSIC 
AND FUN RUN 


Race Location: Northern Essex Community College's Haverhill Campus, 
100 Elliott St., Haverhill, MA 


Race Time: 5K starts at 10 a.m. Fun Run for children starts at 9 a.m. 


5K Entry Fee: Pre-registration is available through May 4, 2016. 
5K: $25; Fun Run: $10. After May 4, you must register on-site on race day 


for $30. 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support for 


student scholarships and academic programs. 


For more information or to register, 

visit www.campusclassic5k.com. 

For information on NECC student discount rates, 
contact Sarah Comiskey at scomiskey@necc.mass.edu. 
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Trending now: thrift stores 


Coutesy Photo 


BloomingDeals consignment boutique is stocked with 


outfits for any occasion. 
difference between a Leo dia- 
mond and cubic zirconium from 
Walmart, but I have only recent- 
ly begun to visit thrift shops to 
scope out more unique and bar- 
gain priced items. If you have the 
time to browse, it can definitely 
be worth the trip. 

As a starving artist who has al- 
ways had one combat boot firmly 
planted in 1988, I have definitely 
visited my share of pawn shops 


CURED RECYCLING 


Are Sponsoring 


in search of search of cheap gui- 
tars and amplifiers. I used to snag 
some pretty sweet deals back in 
the day, but that was before the 
pawn brokers became internet 
savvy. Now they can easily find 
out how much they can get for 
that vintage distortion pedal. 


100 Elliot Street 
Haverhill, MA 01830 


Our 8th Annual 


lectronics Recycling 


ACT, Inc., New England’s Leading Recycler of Computers & Electronic Equipment, 
continues to do its part for the Merrimack Valley and surrounding areas in cleaning 
up the environment and saving disposal costs for businesses* and residences. 


Even 


* For corporations and businesses that cannot make it to this event, please take advantage of this offer by calling 
ACT’s office to schedule a FREE electronic equipment pickup. 


Bring in any of the following items on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 


FREE OF CHARGE 


Serres] As 


rays 


Wires and 
Fax Machines 


Circuit Boards 


Complete Monitors 
Complete Terminals 
Input Peripherals 
Output Peripherals 
ables 


Printers, Parts and Peripherals 


Power Supplies 
PC Media Drives, etc. 


Laptops and Accessories 
Electrical Equipment 
Electrical Ballasts 
Laboratory Equipment 
Medical Equipment 


Software, CD, Floppy Disks, etc. 
Audio/Sterea Components 
VCRs, DVDs & Camcorders 


to the back of the Tech Center parking lot at NECC, 100 Elliot Street, 
averhill, MA between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 1:00 P.M. (Rain or Shine 


PCs, Laptops & Accessories 


Projection Systems 

Server Racks/Flooring 

Networking Equipment 
Communication Equipment 

Photocopiers 

Electronic Test Equipment 

Cell Phones 

Office Phone Systems 

Telecommunications Equipmd 

All items above accepted in working or 
non-working /damaged condition. 


We CANNOT accept any of the following: 


* Monitors or Terminals w/Smashed Glass 
* Biohazardous/Toxic Materials 


* Lead Based Batteries (Car Batteries) 
* ANY Dry or Liquid Chemical Waste 


* Radioactive Materials 

* Paints 

* Industrial Scrap and Machinery 
* Fluorescent Tube Lighting 


_NO TV’s, PROJECTION SCREENS 
* HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES ACCEPTED 


24 


Event Contact: Mike Hearn @ (978) 556-3423 


ACT’s Telephone: (978) 725-9599 . Fax: (978) 725 


-9442 . 


www, securedrecycling.com 
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Professor keeps traditional values 


Continued from page | 
By Saran Cotpirts 
Correspondent 

When it came time to work 
again, Thiruvengadathan chose 
to leave her career as an engineer 
in favor of teaching. “I always 
helped people in my engineering 
classes, and I felt I could balance 
teaching and raising my child,” 
she said. 

She first began her career in 
teaching by volunteering at Mid- 
dlesex Community College. Now 
she teaches math 


to a person, I feel like I failed and 
it bothers me until I get home that 
night ... even until I see that per- 
son again,” she said. “My most 
favorite part about teaching is 
when someone gets that sparkle 
in their eye and says, “Wow!” I 
feel like I’ve opened doors for 
them.” 

If you talk with Thiruvenga- 
dathan, it’s clear she’s an open 
book. However, she said that she 
wasn’t always as outgoing, and 
growing up, she was a very intro- 


been to the movies with a friend 
before. 

Nonetheless, Thiruvenga- 
dathan has a very positive per- 
spective on life and she shared 
that her grandmother is her spiri- 
tual role model. She describes her 
grandmother as a completely un- 
educated woman who didn’t even 
receive an elementary education 
but always had the best outlook 
on life. 

“She always smiled and never 
said a bad word about anyone,” 

she said. 


at both NECC and Gets cl aacreaecc me | ey eas Thiruvenga- 
Merrimack Col- dathan tries to 
lege. > ake TT OTUYOr: pass down some 

Heo tbaching I don’t care what you grow up to be, but ae aed 


philosophy, she 
says, is all about 
individuality. 

“TJ don’t look 


at my _ students oe 


as only math stu- 
dents, but as an individual per- 
son,” she said. Thiruvengadathan 
understands that people from dif- 
ferent backgrounds and of differ- 
ent ages all learn differently. 
Thiruvengadathan does her 
best to help students by relating 
math problems to their individual 
lives. 
“When I can’t relate a problem 


being a good person in non-negotiable. - 
> t=) oS 


-Sujatha Thiruvengadathan 


verted person. 

“Back home, girls and boys 
are separate, so growing up with 
three brothers and five uncles, I 
never knew how to talk to girls 
and make friends with them. 
Back then, you didn’t have time 
outside of school for friends.” 

She even confessed that, even 
to this day, she has never even 


learned from her 
grandmother and 
apply it to her par- 


enting. 
She said, “My 
most  over-used 


saying to my son is, ‘I don’t care 
what you grow up to be, but be- 
ing a good person in non-negotia- 
bles. 

Thiruvengadathan admits that 
the thing she is most proud of 
is also the biggest risk she ever 
took, which is the decision to 
leave engineering and become a 
teacher. She also joked that get- 


GRADUATE WITH 
EXPERIENCE) 


Attend an upcoming open house on 


April 14 at 5:30 pm. 


ARCHITECTURE 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 


DESIGN STUDIES 


7, BOSTON 


ARCHITECTURAL 


| COLLEGE 


INNOVATIVE stupieg*frear DESIGN 


Register now! 


the-bac.edu/innovate 
617.585.0123 


Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Photo by Sarah Colpitts 


Professor Sujatha Thiruvengadathan . 


ting married was “truly the big- 
gest risk” she ever took. 

As an Indian, Thiruvenga- 
dathan let me in on a little secret, 
and that is that the delicious In- 
dian food we eat here in Ameri- 
ca is not necessarily authentic. 
She says not many people know 
this, but every state in India has 
its own cuisine, and even speaks 


a different language. She admits 
that she and her husband don’t 
even speak the same Indian lan- 
guage. 

When she isn’t teaching, Thi- 
ruvengadathan can most likely be 
found spending her time reading 
non-fiction literature. Her favor- 
ite book is “The Promise of a 
Pencil” by Adam Braun. 


u 
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Nate Miller and Nick Chery are the first to jump into the ring and take a whack at jousting. 


Class of 2016: The countdown beg! 


The NECC Alumni 
Office kicks off the 
countdown to 


graduation. 
By Ketiy ScHwinc 
News Editor 

The countdown to graduation 
has begun. 

The NECC Alumni Office 
kicked off the countdown with a 
“50 Knights ‘til Graduation” cel- 
ebration on March 29. Soon-to-be 
alumni and friends were invited 
to the gymnasium for food, music 
and jousting. 

Bill Heineman, vice president 
of student affairs, called gradu- 
ates to stand in a knighting cere- 
mony, welcoming them into their 
alumnus status. 

After a sword-wielding 
“knighting,” Heineman wished 
graduates luck as they went “on- 
ward and upward in (their) fu- 
tures.” 

Patrons of the event decorated 
goblets, got in a few rounds of 
friendly jousting and got dressed 
up for a photo booth with friends 


Helen Shiepe, graduating art major, 
decorates her “Class of 2016” goblet. 


and even the NECC mascot. 

Kellie Fone said she came to 
the celebration “to hang out and 
catch up before we graduate.” 

Fone has been a student at 
NECC for three years and is 
graduating with her associate 
degree in early childhood educa- 
tion (ECE) this May. Fone will 
be continuing with her major at 
Merrimack College this fall. 

Fone said she’s proud of her 
accomplishments as she goes 
on to the next step in becoming 
a full-time teacher. She would 
like to keep her focus on working 
with toddlers and preschoolers, 
an opportunity she was given as 
part of her practicum at NECC. “I 
love it,” she said of working with 
that age group. 

Fone didn’t just find a passion 
and earn a degree at NECC, she 
also found love. 

R.J. Scarelli and Fone met at 
NECC in the education program. 
Scarelli will be joining Fone at 
Merrimack in the fall to pursue 
his bachelor’s degree in elemen- 
tary education. 

Scarelli said “getting out” 
is what he looks forward as an 


Students pose with the NECC Kni 
the standing photobooth. 


NECC graduate. 

“My process has been a bit 
longer, so I look forward to my 
next steps,” he said. 

Unlike Fone, Scarelli and so 
many others, many students are 
heading right into the workforce. 

After being at NECC for three 
years, Ernie Ewusi is receiving 
his radiologic technology degree 
in May and is getting ready to ap- 
ply for job positions in his field. 
Just a little nervous, Ewusi said 
he’s “ready to go.” 

The ceremony will be held on 
the quad of the Haverhill campus 
on May 21 from 11 a.m to 2 p.m. 
Those participating must arrive at 
10:30 a.m. 

Along with the awarding of 
certificates and degrees, retired 
faculty members will be recog- 
nized for their emeritus status. 

The distinguished faculty 
members are Catharine Dabrows- 
ki, Linda Desjardins, Allan His- 
lop, Nancy Nickerson and Susan 
Sanders. 

There will also be a reception 
after the ceremony for graduates, 
friends and family. Guests are 
welcome to indulge in refresh- 


ghts mascot i 


ments as the Jazz Ensemble per- 
forms. The Alumni Office will 
also be handing out gifts to the 
Class of 2016. 

The submission deadline for 
petitions to graduate passed April 
iN 

All graduates with loans 
through the school must submit 
their exit counseling as soon as 
possible. 

Anyone 


who needs to re- 


Faculty members get goofy in the photobooth. 


Photos by Kelly Schwing 


serve a cap and gown must con- 
tact the NECC Haverhill book- 
store before April 8 to ensure it is 
delivered before graduation. 

The Haverhill bookstore hours 
are Monday to Thursday 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 4 
p-m., direct all calls to (978) 556- 
3999. 

45 days left, Class of 2016! 


Bill Heineman raises his sword during the knighting 
ceremony. 
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Student aspires to be art therapist 


Helen Shiepe aims 
to combine arts, 


medical interests 
By EMILY MARSDEN 


Correspondent 

Helen Shiepe, 22, is an art stu- 
dent at NECC aspiring to com- 
bine her interests in both the arts 
and the medical field to become 
an art therapist. Having a pas- 
sion for art since her elementary 
years, Shiepe aims to help both 
the young and old express them- 
selves using their creativity. 

“J love art so much because it 
helps to express so many differ- 
ent things: emotions, events, life 
experiences, anything,” said Shi- 
epe. “Art was just a different way 
I could get my point and feelings 
across, and Id like to help others 
do the same. Drawing and paint- 
ing, even music and dance, are 
great ways of finding subliminal 
answers to reasons why people 
do what they do and think the 
way they think.” 

Art therapy is a form of ex- 
pressive therapy that uses the cre- 
ative process of making art to im- 
prove a person’s physical, mental 
and emotional well-being. 

The main expressions for this 


variety of therapy are music, 
fine art and dance. Music thera- 
py could involve playing instru- 
ments, singing or simply listening 
to music. Dance therapy utilizes 
dance and movement, releasing 
endorphins into one’s body and 
uplifting their mood. 

Fine art therapy is anything 
from coloring, to painting to 
sculpting. 

Art therapy not only helps 
with mental health, but also with 
general illnesses and physical dis- 
abilities. It also encourages self 
discovery and personal growth. 

“Art therapy, to me, is an easi- 
er type of therapy because all you 
need is a pencil and paper and 


just by the way people draw cer- 


tain things, I can figure out how 
to help them,” Shiepe explains. 

“Instead of speaking about 
your problems all you need to do 
is express it in a nonverbal way. 
With children, that would be a 
major help for them.” 

While Shiepe is passionate 
about art, she also shares an inter- 
est in the medical field, obtaining 
her Medical Office Assistant Cer- 
tificate during her second year of 
college. 

“That was what got my feet 
wet into the medical field and | 


found that I enjoyed that,” she 
says. “Also, I still loved doing art 
so taking those medical courses 
helped to decide my career as an 
art therapist.” 

Shiepe ultimately would like 
to end up in Rhode Island or Fall 
River, Massachusetts, working 
at a hospital with young children 
and the elderly. 

“J want to be able to better the 
younger and older generations in 
a calm and comforting environ- 
ment,” she says. 

While Shiepe enjoys the art 
program offered at NECC, and 
praises Marc Mannheimer for 
being the most helpful profes- 
sors she has ever had, there is 
one change she would like to see 
happen. “ 

If | were to change anything 
about the art program, it would 
be to give the art students 24/7 
access to the art studios to work 
on our pieces,” she explains. “ 

I know a lot of people don’t 
have the space at their homes to 
actually work on their pieces, so 
having the access to the studios 
would be a great help.” 

If interested in the art program 
offered by NECC, contact Mare 
Manheimer at (978) 556-3242 or 
mmannheimer@necc.mass.edu. 


‘Batman v. Superman’ a 
painful film experience 


Latest superhero 
adventure is a mess 


By Jow: ME.I 
Copy Editor 


* (out of four stars) 


Remember when superhero 
movies used to be fun? 

Wait, wait, wait. Before you 
make any assumptions, let me 
be the first to say that | have no 
problem with DC and Marvel’s 
characters taking themselves 
more seriously. | absolutely 
loved the high-stakes, tense po- 
litical thriller elements in “Cap- 
tain America: The Winter Sol- 
dier,” and Christopher Nolan’s 
sometimes-infamously cerebral 
“The Dark Knight” remains my 
favorite superhero movie of all 
time. 

But while both of those films 
had a sense of fun and adven- 
ture along with their darker, 
more brooding elements, Zack 
Snyder’s “Batman v. Superman: 
Dawn of Justice” is the cinemat- 
ic equivalent of being repeated- 
ly hit over the head with a large 
shovel. It is painful, unpleasant, 
mind-numbing and seemingly 
unending. We often go to films 


— especially those of the su- 
perhero variety — to get away 
from the stinging pain of reali- 
ty, but Snyder’s relentless mess 
blasts the meanness and hate of 
the world into our eyes for an 
eye-twitching two and a half 
hours. This is easily one of the 
most cheerless times you can 
have at the movies this year. 
One question I'd like to ask 
Snyder is whether or not he actu- 
ally wants us to root for Bats and 
Supes at all, because this mov- 
ie makes them look an awful 
lot like the villains to me. That 
sentiment runs right through 
the premise, which sees Bat- 
man (Ben Affleck) seeking re- 
venge after the climax of “Man 
of Steel,” in which Superman 
(Henry Cavill) killed a not-in- 
significant number of innocent 
people in Metropolis while 
fighting General Zod. Why does 
this specifically bother this Bat- 
man, who is no stranger to kill- 
ing (or branding criminals with 
the Bat-symbol) himself? Well, 
as we see in a sequence that is 
almost sure to evoke chilling 
memories of the September 11 
terrorist attacks, the Metropolis 
branch of Wayne Enterprises 
becomes one of the casualties 
of the battle between Superman 
and Zod — and with it, a lot of 
Wayne’s friends and colleagues. 


One thing I'll give Snyder 
credit for is his ability to make 
the raw power and vigilantism 
of superheroes a palpable, and 
even fearful, onscreen element. 
When Superman used his pow- 
ers in “Man of Steel,” you got 
the sense that one guy having the 
ability to essentially destroy the 
entire world was not necessari- 
ly the best thing for humanity, 
even if he was on our side. That 
continues here: in “The Dark 
Knight,” Batman’s light-flicker- 
ing arrival in the Batmobile was 
cause for cheers of celebration; 
in “Batman v. Superman,” we 
get our first real taste of Batman 
as we hear the offscreen screams 
of a sex trafficker being tortured 
by him. And if that comparison 
doesn’t help you understand the 
differing tone of these films, the 
rest of this review isn’t going to 
help you. 

Not that I’m making a qual- 
itative statement of any sort 
there: there’s nothing inherently 
wrong with making superheroes 
appear as scary as they might be 
in real life, so long as you’re go- 
ing to follow through on the po- 
tential moral complexity of such 
a story. 


Continued on page 12 
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Helen Shiepe, Ethan Melanos, Chris Tetrault and Jose 
Roviron collaborated on this project ‘Sensory Deprivation 
Study’ for 3D Foundations art class. It is currently on dis- 
play in the C building. 


Who do you want to see kiss the frog at our last Union Meeting? 


a Donate$ 
ses 


fy Chenss 
Meredith Gunning Chertes 


One more vote for the Union! Support your colleague today! Donate money to one of these 
fine volunteers at the April 15" NCCPA Bake Sale or before then with Liliana Brand or Trish 
Schade. Whoever has the most money donated will kiss a live frog at our last Union meeting 


Linda Giampa 


Habib Maagoul 
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Student leadership retreat meets 


By Cuap GorHAM 
Campus Life Editor 

Student leaders from NECC 
attended a Massachusetts High- 
er Education Student Leadership 
Retreat at Fitchburg State Uni- 
versity in Fitchburg, MA 

The leadership retreat began 
in 2002, after a task force took 
two years to see how they could 
improve the quality of student 
life on all campuses across the 
state. After the two years were 
complete, the task force decided 
to change the “Conference on 
the Quality of Student Life,” into 
the “Student Leadership Confer- 
ence.” 

Grant Bellino, a Philosophy 
major said, “The conference is a 
great way of meeting new people 
that attend different school from 
all over Massachusetts, I really 
enjoyed it.” 

When students registered for 
the conference they were given 
choices of what workshops to 
attend. They had four sessions to 


The NECC African Students Club invites you to an African Attire Fashion Show! 


The show will feature attire from several African countries and the West Indies. You 
are invited to wear your own African attire to the event as it is a celebration of the 


choose from for the first work- 
shop and another four to choose 
from for the second workshop. 
Three of the student leaders all 
chose the “Developing Yourself 
as a Polished Leader” workshop. 

In this workshop the student 
leaders were taught some tricks 
of getting through public speak- 
ing. They were given a pile of 
paper, they had to draw one and 
talk about that subject for one 
minute. The subjects ranged from 
“Dunkin Donuts vs. Starbucks” 
to “Who is someone you look up 
to?” 

Jasmine Polanco, a Political 
Science major, picked the one 
that asked, “What is your favor- 
ite board or video game?” Polan- 
co began to talk about the game 
Monopoly but turned into a great 
memory she had with her family 
playing the game. Polanco said, 
“I'd have fun playing the game 
with my family until they brought 
Boardwalk or Park Place on me, 
then I wanted to quit.” This made 


the entire room burst into laugh- 
ter. 

Victoria Gonzalez, a business 
transfer student had to speak 
about her favorite food. She de- 
cided to speak about soul food. 
She spoke about the different 
types of soul food from macaro- 
ni and cheeses to fried chicken. 
Gonzalez said, “Soul food just 
speaks to you.” This also brought 
humor to the room. 

Bellino had to speak about 
what is better, cats or dogs. This 
got the crowd worked up because 
he was a cat person and most of 
the workshop attendees were dog 
people. Bellino said, “I’d want to 
be a cat, they get to sleep all day 
and get to eat tuna fish.” 

The second set of workshops 
had the students breaking up to 
go to two different workshops. 
One of “Utilizing Student Lead- 
ership Skills in the “Real World,” 
and “The Politics of Money.” 

In the Utilizing Student Lead- 
ership Skills, the presenter spoke 


Wednesday, April 20 


12-1PM 


Spurk Building - Hawrylciw Theatre 


artistry of the African culture and design. 


If you would like to wear your African or West Indian clothes in the fashion show, 
please email Peter Flynn at Pflynn@nece.mass.edu before April 15th. 


Snacks and refreshments will be served outside of the Social Science lounge at 1PM. 


about the stereotypes that the mil- 
lennial generation face on a daily 
basis. They went over some of 
the stereotypes and some of the 
popular ones were that they were 
spoon fed, needed everything 
done for them, and needed praise. 
The presents Dave Koffman, Di- 
rector of Communications and 
Policy for Massachusetts Com- 
munity Colleges gave sugges- 
tions on how to get past those. 

Koffman said, “Remember 
the strengths you have and bring 
them to the table.” 

When the stereotypes were 
being discussed, there was one 
participant who was shocked 
that people thought this about his 
generation and yelled across the 
room. 

“Who thinks this about us?” 

Koffman responded with, 
“Just about everyone who’s older 
than you.” 

After the workshops the stu- 
dent leaders presented with a key- 
note speaker while they enjoyed 
their lunch. 
The Keynote 
Speaker was 


Senator Méi- 
chael Moore 
from  Mill- 
bury, who 


serves as the 
Senate Chair 
on the Joint 
Committee 
on Higher 
Education in 
the Massa- 
chusetts State 
Legislature. 
Senator 
Moore decid- 
ed not to talk 
about higher 
education, 
but instead 
about mon- 
ey and how 
it is broke up 
between the 
Massachu- 
setts colleges. 
He let stu- 
dents know 
that although 
most think 


Massachusetts is number one for 
its schools, it actually falls for- 
ty-eighth in the country for state 
funds. 

When the speech was over 
Senator Moore announced, “Be- 
fore I go, I have one question for 
you. How many of you believe 
we are losing the war on drugs?” 

Senator Moore then began to 
talk about marijuana and how he 
thinks it is bad to legalize it. He 
spoke about going to Colorado 
and letting the student leaders all 
the bad things he saw. He began 
to use a ton of stereotypes about 
marijuana smokers. Students 
seemed to be getting irritated 
with his presentation and him 
going on about his agenda as op- 
posed to talking about higher ed- 
ucation in the state. 

“That was not right that he did 
that,” said Gonzalez. ‘He should 
have spoken about what he was 
there for, not about legalizing 
marijuana.” 

The question was asked again 
by Senator Moore. “Who believes 
we are losing the war on drugs?” 

A student yelled from across 
the room, “We’re losing the war 
on heroin, not marijuana.” 

To wrap up the day the stu- 
dents were taught a bit about sex- 
ual violence that happens to all 
and seems to happen more than 
anyone in the room expected. The 
presentation was given by Rachel 
DiBella, MSW, Assistant Direc- 
tor at Boston College’s Women’s 
Center and a Visiting Lecturer at 
Framingham State. 

Dibella spoke about how one 
in five people is a victim of sex- 
ual violence. She also wanted to 
make it very clear that the stats 
don’t exactly encompass all the 
different gender identities, which 
is an important thing to note. 

Another statistic Dibella gave 
was that, “Most of the victims 
or survivors of sexual violence 
are first-semester female college 
students and they happen in dor- 
mitories.” 

This statistic resonated with 
the room of college students and 
many questions came up as a re- 
sult of it. 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED! 


BAYPATH.EDU 


Wednesday, May 11 


Transfer Information Session Dates 


Wednesday, April 27 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 25 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


ID) BAY PATH 


mu NIVERS) i 
588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 800.782.7284 ext 1235 ree ea 
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Home-schoolers start college early 


Home-schooled stu- 
dents start at NECC 
while in high school 


By Satna RICHARDS 


Features Editor 

In today’s culture, where pub- 
lic education has become the 
norm for K-12 students, individ- 
uals who are home-schooled tend 
to be misunderstood and associ- 
ated with a variety of stereotypes. 

Such stereotypes include spec- 
ulations as to whether the home- 
schooled student ever leaves their 
house, how they make friends if 
they don’t attend school, and how 
complete their education truly is. 

In reality, most home-schooled 
students are not that different 
from those who learn in public or 
private schools. 

There are some _ students 
whose parents choose to homes- 
chool them to accommodate dis- 
abilities they may have. Howev- 
er, the majority of these students 
are home-schooled due to their 
parents’ beliefs that they will be 
able to give them a better educa- 
tion at home. 

According to the National 
Home Education Research Insti- 
tute, there are more than 2 mil- 
lion students in the U-S. in grades 
K-12, which equates to 4 percent 
of all school-aged children. 

In 2009, a study was done 
by Michael Cogan, the “direc- 
tor of institutional research and 
analysis” at the University of St. 
Thomas. This study researched 
the success of home-schooled 
students at a medium-sized Mid- 
west university. 

The results from this study 


NECC 


DiPrima spreads 
positivity through 


t-shirt design 
By CLEeo BriGHaMm 
Staff Writer 


For many students it’s a strug- 
gle to stay positive with the stress 
of homework, part time jobs, and 
maintaining time for extracurric- 
ular activities, but for CJay Di- 
Prima, staying positive is a way 
of life. 

In 2012, DiPrima was di- 
agnosed with a rare case of 
Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma called 
gray-zone. 

He was nineteen at the time, 
and had to undergo half a year of 
intensive chemotherapy and radi- 
ation treatment. 

DiPrima remission in 
the fall of 2013, and soon after 
created the first T-shirt design 
for his company Stay Positive 
Apparel alongside his longtime 
friend Tom Mullin. 

“This was an extremely diffi- 
cult situation both physically and 
mentally, one where keeping a 
positive attitude seemed almost 
impossible,” DiPrima expressed 


found that home-schooled stu- 
dents earn more college credits 
while still in high school than 
other students, the average being 
14.7 credits for home-schoolers 
in comparison to only 6 credits 
for non-home-schoolers. 

Meriwether Kimball, a Cre- 
ative Writing major, was a home- 
schooled student who started tak- 
ing courses at NECC while she 
was still in high school. 

Although she struggled at first 
with time management that was 
necessary to balance the work of 
three or four classes a semester, 
her experience ended up prepar- 
ing to eventually move to Har- 
vard Extension school this past 
semester. 

“Being in a classroom envi- 
ronment gave me that missing 
structure so I turned in work on 
time,” she said. 

After completing classes 
where she studied subjects such 
as literature, art and Shakespeare, 
she successfully got her GED. 

“This was a better route for 
my particular interests,” she said. 
“J got an A in my first semester at 
Harvard, so it seems to have been 
the right decision.” 

Rosa Herbawi, a Biology ma- 
jor, attended NECC for two se- 
mesters as a senior in high school, 

taking 3 or 4 classes a semes- 
ter. Before she came to NECC, 
she started taking classes at Mid- 
dlesex Community College as a 
junior. 

“My transition wasn’t really 
bad at all because I started out 
easy with taking one community 
college class per semester that 
supplemented my home school- 
ing,” she said. 


student 


on Stay Positive’s website. 
“However, I learned quickly 
that being negative would get me 
nowhere. Also, my family and 
friends would always tell me that 
thinking positive would help me 


“Before classes started I was 
really nervous, but once they 
started I never had any trouble at 
all so I definitely think that I was 
well prepared.” 

Currently, Herbawi has re- 
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said. 

“I learned that being a genius, 
or being really intelligent, is not 
necessarily that you’re born with 
this innate talent to have knowl- 
edge, but that you’re put in an 


Overall, I think home-schooling has actu- 
ally given me a head start in life and I’m 
grateful for it. 


- Rosa Herbawi 


45 


turned to Middlesex this semester 
to take a few more classes before 
she transfers to a 4-year school in 
the fall. 

She has already gotten accept- 
ed to UMass Boston and Univer- 
sity of Southern Maine. 

Once she graduates with her 
bachelor’s degree, she plans on 
pursuing a doctorate degree or 
applying to veterinary school to 
become a vet tech. 

“Overall, I think home school- 
ing has actually given me a head 
start in life and I’m grateful for 
it,” she said. 

Nina Cabral, a dance major 
in her last semester at NECC has 
been home-schooled her entire 
life. 

Her parents decided to home- 
school her because her mother 
wanted Cabral and her siblings 
to be able to have the freedom to 
advance in their education. 

“She wanted our education 
to be more wholesome and also 
wanted us to excel because she 
knew a lot of home-schoolers 
who were doing really well,” she 


creates 


and media art. 

Stay Positive’s T-shirt design 
is printed on tank tops, winter 
hats, baseball caps, sweatshirts, 
wristbands, and visors for both 
men and women. The merchan- 
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I learned quickly that being negative 
would get me nowhere. 
- CJay DiPrima 


Sasa 


through the entire process. Need- 
less to say, they weren’t wrong.” 

Stay Positive Apparel was cre- 
ated to inspire those who need 
positive thinking the most, as 
well as to give back thirty percent 
of proceeds from each sale to 
Massachusetts General Pediatric 
Oncology Program, where DiPri- 
ma was treated. 

DiPrima is currently an Art 
major with a focus in multime- 
dia, but he will be graduating this 
spring and intends to transfer to 
Southem New Hampshire Uni- 
versity to major in graphic design 


dise is produced locally by Body 
Rags in Pelham, N.H. DiPrima 
has a shipping station in his home, 
and is able to ship Stay Positive 
apparel all over the world. 

The Stay Positive logo’s lime 
green color represents the color 
for lymphoma awareness. 

However, the color of the pos- 
itive sign on their merchandise 
can be changed to bring aware- 
ness to the other types of cancer. 
DiPrima stressed the importance 
of recognizing other cancer col- 
ors besides pink for breast cancer 
as a way to provide support for 


accelerated program and you just 
learn it sooner.” 

During high school, Cabral did 
a combination of online classes 
and classes at a local home-school 
co-op where other students came 
together and learned from parents 
in a classroom setting. 

Before high school, she didn’t 
have a lot of experience working 
with deadlines, so this experience 
forced her to start working a lot 
harder to meet those deadlines. 

She had also started dancing 
the year before she started high 
school, which took up a lot of her 
time. 

“IT would be gone for almost 
three days because of dance class, 
and then have all of this home- 
work to come home to,” she said. 

If she wasn’t home-schooled 
and didn’t have that time avail- 
able to devote to dancing, she 
may have never achieved the suc- 
cess that she has today. 

“I felt like I had so much 
homework during those four 
years of high school and was so 
overwhelmed by it that when I 


apparel 


got to college, it was still a little 
overwhelming, but it was a nice 
transition,” she said. 

Cabral recently was accept- 
ed to Boston Conservatory and 
received a big scholarship, en- 
abling her to continue to pursue 
her dream of becoming a dance 
teacher in Boston. 

Taking classes at community 
college while still in high school 
can not only reduce the cost of 
earning a degree by thousands of 
dollars, but can also reduce the 
amount of time the student has to 
put in to get their degree. 

For example, the average 
amount of 14.7 credits that 
home-schoolers get while in high 
school equates to almost a full se- 
mester. 

Further research in the study 
conducted by Cogan also found 
that home-schooled students also 
achieve significantly higher ACT 
scores, grade point averages and 
graduation rates in comparison 
to students educated in public or 
private schools at the university. 
The home-schoolers’ GPA reports 
resulted in an average of a 3.74 
GPA in comparison to an average 
of 3.54 for other students. 

This evidence seems to con- 
tradict the popular stereotypes 
associated with home-schoolers 
for not getting a solid education 
or being prepared for college. 

In reality, home schooling can 
save time and money, as well as 
encouraging educational growth 
and independence. 

As in public and private 
schools, it really depends on the 
student, as everyone has strengths 
in different areas. 


brand 


Photo courtesy of Stay Positive Apparel Website 
CJay DiPrima and his best friend and co-founderTom Mul- 
lin wearing their Stay Positive t-shirts. 


everyone who struggles with the 
disease. 

DiPrima’s goal for Stay Pos- 
itive Apparel is to touch more 
people, become a household 
name, and raise as much money 
as possible. They are also cur- 
rently in the process of trying 
to convert the business from an 


LLC to a non-profit. This process 
can prove very costly, so DiPrima 
has set up a GoFundMe account. 
“We just want to change lives for 
the better.” DiPrima stated. 

Donate to Stay Positive Ap- 
parel’s GoFundMe at _https:// 
www.gofundme.com/staypositi- 
vedonate. 
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Take a hike - no really, it relieves stress 


The best places to 
enjoy nature around 
the NECC area 


By Mercepez McManus 
Correspondent 

The various outdoor areas sur- 
rounding NECC provide students 
with the perfect places to clear 
their minds of college stress. 

Those who feel bogged down 
by homework, need somewhere 
to relax or simply have time 
to kill between classes should 
head on down to any of the tran- 
quil outdoor areas surrounding 
NECC’s Haverhill campus. 

These outdoor areas include 
Kenoza Lake and the Winnekenni 
Park Conservation Area, includ- 
ing the trails that run throughout 
the conservation area. 

With spring finally here and 
warmer weather fast approach- 
ing (not to mention finals!), lazy 
afternoons lounging by the lake 
and peaceful walks through the 
forests are definitely begging to 
be had. 


The nearest of these outdoor 
areas to NECC is the Isaac Mer- 
rill Trail, which has multiple en- 
trances on Kenoza Street, includ- 
ing one just behind the NECC 
baseball field. 

“T use (Merrill Trail) pret- 
ty well every day,” says NECC 
professor Meredith Gunning. 
“Would I recommend it to NECC 
students? You bet! It’s close to 
campus, great for getting rid of 
stress, great for having some re- 
lax time, and great for seeing the 
beauty (of nature).” 

Gunning loves the stunning 
lake views and friendly wildlife 
she encounters along the trail, 
as well as the improvements 
that have been made to the trail 
through the Winnekenni Park 
Forest Stewardship program. 

“The practice of forest stew- 
ardship is a dedication to the 
healthy preservation, protection 
and perpetuation of actively man- 
aged forests,” says Haverhill for- 
ester Jack Jackson. “Sound forest 
stewardship can help us keep the 
forests [healthy] for future gener- 


ations.” 

New benches, mile markers, 
and information signs have been 
added to the trails over the past 
couple of years, making them 
more user-friendly than ever be- 


“Other concerns are extensive 
storm damage and disease and in- 
sect invasions.” 

In order to preserve the for- 
ests, as well as the various trails 
that run through them, active for- 
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I use (Merrill Trail) pretty well every day. 
- Meredith Gunning 
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fore. 

Some may be saddened, how- 
ever, by the amount of trees that 
have been cut down in the area 
recently; even more are sched- 
uled to come down in the future. 
This is all necessary, though, ac- 
cording to Jackson. 

“Some of our forests sustain 
densities that do not allow sun- 
light to reach the forest floor to 
encourage new forest growth,” 
says Jackson. 


est management is imperative if 
the public (including NECC stu- 
dents) wishes to continue utiliz- 
ing such areas. 

Another closeby trail for stu- 
dents to consider visiting is the 
Castle Trail, which is accessible 
by travelling through Merrill 
Trail, and whose entrance is lo- 
cated just outside of Haverhill’s 
own historic Winnekenni Castle. 

The castle itself and the out- 
door areas surrounding it are also 


good places to go for some rest 
and relaxation— and perhaps a 
bit of fun as well. 

“Winnekenni Castle has a 
bunch of stuff going on through- 
out the year,” says NECC psy- 
chology major Kelly Smith. 
“They hold a lot of public 
events... I love going down there 
to see what’s happening.” 

In addition to the castle’s pub- 
lic events, private events such as 
weddings and birthday parties are 
also held there from time to time. 

When there are no events go- 
ing on, the public is free to utilize 
the sprawling lawn areas around 
the castle, which have brilliant 
views of Kenoza Lake. 

These areas are perfect for any 
outdoor activities from picnics to 
sunbathing, making it yet another 
great spot for NECC students to 
get away from college stress— 
even just for a little while. Says 
Smith, “It’s beautiful around this 
area... we’re really lucky to have 
these places.” 


LEVERAGE YOUR ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE— 


get the early childhood career of your choice! 


Sauer: 
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p 


FITCHBURG STATE 
UNIVERSITY 


GRADUATE AND 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 


fitchburgstate.edu/gce 


QUESTIONS 


fitchburgstate.edu/birthto8 
gceadvisor @fitchburgstate.edu 


978.665.3660 


New: Bachelor of Science 
in Early Childhood 
Education 


Birth to 8 Concentration 
for Early Educators 


Register for our FREE webinar 
on April 28 at 5 pm 


fitchburgstate.edu/birthto8 


LEARN MORE, JOIN US... 
INFORMATION SESSION 


April 14 | Hammond Hall | 5—6:30 pm 


REGISTER TODAY: fitchburgstate.edu/gce/infosession 
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Knights back to their we 


Baseball team goes 
4-] in last 5 games. 


By KyLe BENSON 


Sports Editor 
Since March 23, the NECC 
Knights baseball squad has 


played 5 games, all away from 
home. 2 of the games were in NY 
against Nassau Community Col- 
lege and the others were against 
Southern Maine, Dean College. 
and MassBay Community Col- 
lege. 

The team traveled to NY on 
March 26 to take on Nassau CC 
in a double header, looking for 
some wins to better their 2-9 re- 
cord. 

The first game of the double 
header was a close loss, 9-8. The 
Knight’s top run scorer was short- 
stop Jordan Roper, who scored 3 
runs, Roper also hit a double and 
4 stolen bases. 2nd baseman, Tra- 
verse Briana, had the most RBI’s 
in the game with 3. 


pitcher for NECC. In 5 innings he 
gave up 9 hits and 5 runs, and he 
threw 4 strikeouts 

The Knights performed bet- 
ter in the 2nd game of the dou- 
ble header and won the match, 
6-2. Briana led the pack in runs, 
scoring 3 and getting 2 hits. Out- 
fielder, Colby Maiola, had a good 
game himself, scoring | run, get- 
ting 2 hits, and 3 
his hits turned out to be a triple. 


Evan Glew was the winning 
pitcher. In 7 innings he gave up 
3 hits and 2 runs, and struck out 
9 batters 

After the win, the Knights 


traveled back to New England to 
take on Southern Maine CC on 
March 29, where they won 15-3. 

NECC Infielder, Jake Shepley, 
3 runs and had 2 RBI’s. 
Shepley also hit a double. Out- 
fielder, hit a home 
run in the game and had a whop- 
ping 6 RBI 

Nicholas Bruno was the win- 


scored 


John Sirois, 


RBI’s. One of 


s 


3 runs, and struck out 5 in 5 
nings. 

When the Knights were done 
with Southern Maine, they came 
back to Mass to face Dean Col- 
lege and then MassBay CC. 

NECC defeated Dean, 6-4. 
Shepley scored 2 runs and had 
3 hits. Sirois hit 2 doubles and 4 
RBI’s. Pitcher, Robert Barry, won 
the game. Through 5 innings, 
Barry gave up 3 runs and 6 hits 
and he struck out 2. 

The Knights then moved on to 
their next game against MassBay, 
in which will most definitely be 
their highest final score of the 
season, NECC won 31-1. 16 of 
the runs came in the 3rd inning. 

Brahiam Ortega and Xavier 
Nunez scored 4 runs each. Nunez 
also had 4 RBI’s and a home run. 
Keith Linnane, Matt Marquez, 
and James Foley also hit home 
runs in the big win. 

Glew was the winning pitcher, 
he only gave up 2 hits and 1| run, 


in- 


Photo by Lucy Sirois 


Coach Mejia and his crew meeting on the mound. 


and struck out 11 batters. 

The Knights record is now 
6-10, and they’re only getting 
better The baseball team’s home 


opener is scheduled for April 
7 against Holyoke Community 
College. 


Matthew Marquez up to bat. 


NORTHERN 


STARTS NOW! 
| TOSIGN UP OR RECEIVE MORE 
INFORMATION CONTACT 


ke sa Coach: hike Riardina 
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NECC star pitcher, Evan Glew. 


Photo by Lucy Sirois 


mest team wins 
ener, 19-1 


came in the first in- 


since 


978-338-3828 


MQiardima@neee. Mass. Soe” 


Knights 
dominate in 


Hobbs’ debut 
By Kye BENSON 
Sports Editor 

The Knights 
2016 softball sea- 
son kicked off on 
March 29, when 
the team traveled 
to Portland, ME to 
take on Southern 
Maine Community 
College. It is safe to 
Say It Was a success- 
ful opening day for 
the Knights, as they 
toppled Southern 
Maine, 19-1] 


10 of the runs 


ning alone. 
“It felt really 
good. I’m really 


Ghe’s doing really well, we all love her, 


The Knights’ run 
leaders were infield- 
ers Maddy Crateau 
and Kassidy Ken- 


she’s talking about 
and what she’s do- 
ing,” Braminti said 
about Hobbs. 


she knows what she’s talking about and 
what she’s doing 


proud of the team, it 
gave us some hope 
for the season,” 
infielder 
Braminti. 
Braminti got up 
to the plate 3 times 
and scored twice in 
the opening game 


said 
Jessica 


nefick, each with 4 
runs. 

This game was 
also 
new head 
Kendra Hobbs 

“She’s doing re- 
ally well, we all love 
her, she knows what 


coach 


the debut of 


- Jessica Braminti on Coach Hobbs 


—__—_—_—_—_—_———————_»» 


The winning 
pitcher was Nodine 
Webster. Through 
5 innings, Webster 
gave up only 1 hit 
and | run and struck 
out 3. 

The 
not 


Knights 


have played 


any games 
the win. They were 
scheduled to play 
later that day a sec- 
ond time against 
Southern Maine 
but the game got 
cancelled. Then on 
March 31, they were 
scheduled to play a 
double header at the 
Community College 
of Rhode Island, but 
both games were 
postponed due to 
weather. 

The team’s next 
scheduled game is 
on April 7 at New 
Hampshire Techni- 
cal Institute. 
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Local YMCA takes on all NECC students 


Lawrence YMCA 
offers different activ- 


ities to students. 
By Carty CoLumMBo 


Correspondent 

The YMCA on 40 Lawrence 
St. in Lawrence is giving away 
free memberships to NECC stu- 
dents. The announcement was 
posted on the MyNECC homep- 
age on Feb. 19. The YMCA offers 
a gym, pool, indoor track, fitness 
center filled with equipment, and 


wellness classes. This offer will 
help students in or around the 
Lawrence area who want to be 
inspired to get in shape or sim- 
ply have a place to play basket- 
ball or get more involved in the 
community. Many students with- 
out reliable transportation in the 
Lawrence area could utilize these 
tools to their advantage. 

“T honestly had no idea this 
was being offered,” said Tracy 
Takumi, a current NECC student. 
“T think it’s great considering a 
lot of students pay for some if not 


all of their college so being able 
to have a space to relieve some 
stress without having to join a 
team is something positive. I’ll 
have to check it out.” 

The Haverhill campus has a 
fitness center in the D building 
with equipment as well, but the 
Lawrence YMCA could stand as 
the wellness center for students 
primarily attending the Lawrence 
campuses. 

“T think it’s awesome that 
the school put that into consider- 
ation,” said Eric Johnson, current 


Old handball court 


New project facil- 
ity manager, Ross, 


made it a priority. 
By Giovanni Rosano 
Correspondent 

NECC’s handball court was 
recently demolished, along with 
its ten-foot-tall wall. It could 
previously be seen on the side 
of Kenoza Street on the edge of 
the school’s campus. If you go by 


there now, all you’ll see are four 
piles of what used to be the wall. 

Local NECC student James 
Costello is a lacrosse fanatic and 
Motion Science major who used 
to play on the court with a bunch 
of his friends. 

“J used to play little 3-on- 
3 pickup lacrosse games all 
throughout the summer there on 
that wall, but I guess I’m going to 
have to find another wall.” 

The new Project Facility Man- 


ager, Clayton Ross, made it a 
priority to demolish the handball 
wall and court for safety reasons. 
Ross had begun his new position 
as Project Facility Manager two 
weeks ago when the old Project 
Facility Manager David Gin- 
gerella had retired. 

“The plan came from David 
about 16 months ago. Over time 
the surface of the handball court 
becomes damaged beyond re- 
pair,” he said. He explained that 


[Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


NECC student. “I live in Law- 
rence and don’t have a car so I 
try to keep all most of my classes 
in Lawrence to avoid the shuttle, 
and I certainly am not motivated 
enough to take the shuttle just to 
use the fitness center in Haver- 
hill.” 

The YMCA is open to all stu- 
dents, regardless of what campus 
their classes are taken at. Stu- 
dents under 18 need a parent or 
guardian signature for the risk 
and consent form. All students 
over 18 can simply bring a copy 


of their schedule to D-125 or 
L-133 in Haverhill to pick up 
their voucher. 

“I think more students could 
take advantage of this,” says 
YMCA employee Felicia Gonza- 
lez. “I don’t really see Northern 
Essex kids in here, mostly just 
elementary school kids and orga- 
nized teams. There’s a lot more 
here than just a gym and pool, it’s 
a great place to have a sense of 
community and social interaction 
and I think a lot of kids in Law- 
rence need that structure.” 


demolished 


the wall was not much at all used 
by NECC students. Members of 
the Haverhill community did use 
it, but non-students playing on an 
unsafe surface on school property 
is considered a liability, he said. 

Ross was given orders by Gin- 
gerella to take down the handball 
court and wall. 

“The foundation of the court 
was too dangerous. There were 
too many holes in it, so it wasn’t 
safe, and a big liability for the 


school,” Gingerella said. 

He explained that the handball 
court was an old remnant of the 
old campus, which used to be ac- 
companied by a tennis court and 
basketball court with two hoops. 
The tennis court had been re- 
moved about five years ago and 
so the basketball court and hand- 
ball court remained untouched 
until recently. Ross says that the 
basketball court is going to come 
down soon as well. 


SUMMER COURSES 
START JUNE 20 


AT NECC IN HAVERHILL 


You can earn your Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration in Haverhill, MA.* 


Registration is now available for the following UMass Lowell courses that will be held this Summer at Northern 
Essex Community College in Haverhill. Summer Haverhill classes run from June 20 to August 11, 2016. 


© Criminal Mind and Behavior 
¢ Criminal Justice Research 


Methods 


¢ Financial Management 
© Investment and Portfolio 


Analysis 


*Students may have the option to complete some required courses online. 


VISIT US ONLINE 


Relations 


QUESTIONS? 
Call 978-934-2474 


UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title IX, H/V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth 


¢ Sales and Customer Relations 
¢ Managerial Decision Making 
* Dynamics of Interpersonal 


¢ Human Sexuality 


¢ Research Ill: Laboratory 


¢ Seminar in Developmental 
Psychology: Challenges of 
Adolescence 


continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 
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e vour work here! 


Photographers! ; 
Artists! 4 
Graphic designers! Sag 
The Observer happily accepts photos, ig ie 
cartoons and artwork! 


send your submissions to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


‘Batman v. Superman’ an unpleasant bor 


Continued from page 6 

Instead, we get a truly lame 
and intelligence-insulting rollout 
of The Usual Cliches, including 
Senator Finch (Holly Hunter), 
who is holding a Super Signif- 
icant congressional hearing on 
Superman’s questionable actions. 
She’s in charge of hammering 
home the point through cringe-in- 
ducing lines clearly written for 
the trailer, including “The world 
has been so caught up with what 
(Superman) can do ... that no one 
has asked what he should do.” 
Then there’s Lex Luthor (Jesse 
Eisenberg), who — beyond get- 
ting one of the most embarrass- 
ingly over-the-top and direction- 
less performances of a villain in 
recent memory orchestrates 
the title fight through eye-rolling- 
ly predictable manipulation that 
makes Affleck’s Batman look like 
a stooge. If this guy’s supposed to 
be “The World’s Greatest Detec- 
tive,” why can’t he see he’s being 
played like a Bat-fiddle? 

But let’s get back to my first 
point: why exactly should we be 
rooting for these guys in the first 
place? Has Snyder intentionally 
turned these childhood icons into 
such monsters? “Batman v. Su- 
perman” focuses so much on how 
Super Significant its central battle 


is that it forgets to make either of 
its lead characters likeable in the 
process. 

These guys don’t seem to have 
a real reason for doing anything 
they do, other than “the script 
said so” — leaving us to, essen- 
tially, pick the lesser of two evils 
in a fight between two sociopaths. 
Make up your own “election 
year” joke here. 

That’s to say nothing of the 
incomprehensibility of the film, 
which is at a stunningly high lev- 
el for a mainstream picture that 
got as much advertising attention 
as it did. 

The basics of Film Theory 101 
are dropped left and right, mak- 
ing the relatively simple plot dif- 
ficult to follow. Why does the sto- 
ry seem like it’s told in a random 
order? What are these “Knight- 
mare” sequences that blur the 
lines of what’s actually happen- 
ing vs. what is in Batman’s head, 
solely for the purpose of exciting 
fanboys? Why does so much of 
what happens onscreen seem ex- 
traneous and irrelevant to telling 
the story, including one shame- 
less scene that is essentially an 
advertisement for future DC Ex- 
tended Universe installments? 
And where, oh where are the es- 
tablishing shots that tell us where 


Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures 


Batman (Ben Affleck) and Superman (Henry Cavill) face off in “Batman v. Superman.” 


we are in this bloody mess? 

A lot of people have been ex- 
citedly asking themselves the 
question, “So how good is Ben 
Affleck as Batman?” Unfortu- 
nately, this question makes a ba- 
sic assumption of the filmmakers’ 
abilities: that they would have 
written and approved a script 
good enough to showcase Af- 
fleck’s acting chops in the role. 
They did not, and as such, this 


question — one I was very ex- 
cited to see answered myself — 
largely remains up in the air. 
How good is Ben Affleck as 
Batman? Who cares? He does 
about as well as everyone else 
giving soulless, unrelentingly 
grim performances in this film, 
which is to say literally every- 
one else outside of Gal Gadot. 
Her Wonder Woman is just about 
the only character that seems to 


be enjoying herself, and her grin- 
ning playfulness during the final 
battle is the only thing that kept 
me from nodding off through the 
deluge of bad CGI and deafening 
sound effects. 

And you know, that feel- 
ing just about sums up my time 
with “Batman v. Superman” as a 
whole: I never thought such an 
assault on the senses could leave 
me so drowsy, but here we are. 


